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The story of the Prodigal epitomizes the gratuity of
God’s love. The people who first heard the parable
must have gasped at the parent’s generosity. The
son had forfeited his birthright and was not entitled
to family restoration. Not only did the father
welcome the prodigal, but he was on the lookout for
him, longing for his return. Upon seeing his son, the
father “was filled with compassion...ran, embraced
and kissed him” (v.20). Note that this was before the

son apologised.
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What a risk of unconditional love. For all the father
knew, the prodigal could have been coming home to
ask for more money. Not only did the father welcome
the prodigal, he also promoted him within the family
— the symbols of the robe, ring, and sandals (v.22).
What a graphic portrayal of God’s unconditional love!
Every person can trust in such divine love for them.

Thomas Groome
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All Together: Prayer Cards

| thank you God for wanting me from eternity to
become like you. Help me to always remember
who | am. Help me to understand deep down
within me that | am never alone. You are there with
me. Help me to experience more and more your
life-giving presence within me so that | will
continue to be a powerful witness of your presence
fo those whom | meet.
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Help me to persevere and to understand that
difficulties and problems are moments of growth and
maturity rather than moments of discouragement
and a reason to give up. Jesus give us a heart that
loves like you, feels like you, understands like you,
thinks like you and behaves like you. Amen.

(Bishop Joseph Grech: Homily, 2010)
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Context of Recontextualisation

Dialogue between the Tradition &
Society

‘the spark of the divine in every person...human
flourishing in a deeply Christian understanding’
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IDENTITY — Who are we?
Diocesan Church

Diocesan Pastoral Council — New Wine New Wineskins

Catholic Education

- Sandhurst (SSEB)
-Victoria (CECYV)
- Australia (NCEC)
Universal (Ad Limina 2011)
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Essential Call to Service

Our Ways of Being
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CEO OVERVIEW FOR 2011

How do we understand ourselves?

BELIEVE! IMAGINE! SERVE!
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Students 1 -
the Prophefic Leaders
th Y = .
Hope-filled l
c

Finance,
Facilities &
Resources

5LOBAL COMMUNITY

ENGAGED
LEARNERS

Our Schools:
Engaging fully with
human potential
inspired by the
Catholic Story
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